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legal immigrant seeking to become a citizen 
and had been living in the 3rd District for 2 
years and one month prior to her husband’s 
death. Consequently her paperwork for a 
green card will proceed. However, it is incom-
prehensible to me that should this foreign 
spouse have been married for 1 year and 364 
days her paper work would have been voided 
due to the death of her husband. That is 
wrong. The time limit should be eliminated for 
foreign spouses whose loved ones have given 
their life serving our Nation. 

The Fallen Heroes Immigrant Spouse Fair-
ness Act would amend Section 201(b)2(A)(i) 
of Immigration and Nationality Act to eliminate 
the 2 year marriage requirement for foreign 
spouses of U.S. citizens who die while serv-
ing. Additionally this legislation seeks to rem-
edy a practice of charging families of non-cit-
izen soldiers who are killed in the line of duty 
an $80 fee for processing an application for 
posthumous citizenship. These brave men and 
women have made the ultimate sacrifice pro-
tecting the freedom and interests of the United 
States. There is no action more patriotic than 
dying for one’s country. As such, the imposi-
tion of a fee to restart the application process 
for posthumous citizenship is an insult to the 
contribution these service men and women 
made to our national defense. 

Please join me in supporting these common 
sense changes to our immigration process. 
We should not punish the families of our sol-
diers simply because they are unfortunate 
enough to have incurred the greatest loss of 
all with the death of their loved one in the 
service of our country.
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Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to commend Aynor High 
School, of Aynor, South Carolina, for earning 
the prestigious Palmetto’s Finest Award, rec-
ognizing it as the best high school in the state. 

The Carolina First Palmetto’s Finest Award 
is sponsored through a partnership between 
Carolina First Bank and SCASA. The award is 
based on extensive evaluations by colleagues 
and educators, and the school and community 
share the honor. This is the 25th anniversary 
of the award. The award was announced by 
Governor Mark Sanford on March 11, 2003. 

Last fall, 38 schools submitted 17-page ap-
plications. The application process included 
elements on student achievement, faculty 
training, program goals and delivery systems, 
office practices and community involvement. 
Each nominee received an on-site visit by a 
peer review committee, and the 13 finalists re-
ceived a second visit. From this process the 
four most outstanding schools are selected: 
two elementary schools, one middle school 
and one high school. 

Dr. Darrell W. Ricketts, Principal of Aynor 
High School, as well as the teachers, staff, 
and students, have all worked incredibly hard 
to reach this milestone. Through their hard 
work and dedication, they serve as a great ex-
ample to other schools in the First District and 
the state. 

I wish Aynor High School further successes 
and achievements in the future.
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Friday, April 11, 2003

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Luna Odland, a volunteer who will 
be receiving the President’s Award of the Alz-
heimer’s Association for her work and tireless 
effort on behalf of those suffering from Alz-
heimer’s disease. The non-profit Alzheimer’s 
Association currently has 81 local chapters 
throughout the Nation. For the past 25 years 
as a volunteer of the San Diego Chapter of 
the Alzheimer’s Association, Luna Odland has 
been leading a support group for caregivers 
and professionals dealing with the challenges 
of Alzheimer’s disease. She has served as a 
volunteer for the Alzheimer’s Association 
longer than anyone else in the Nation, and her 
group in Escondido, CA, is the Nation’s long-
est running Alzheimer’s support group. 

Luna began her group unofficially in August 
of 1978 from her home before the San Diego 
Chapter was incorporated. She went on to be-
come one of the founding members of the 
Chapter, serving on its Board of Directors from 
1980 until 1990, and chairing the Patient and 
Family Services Committee. 

Little was known about Alzheimer’s disease 
back in the late 1970’s, and Luna ’s group 
quickly began drawing large numbers of peo-
ple from as far away as Santa Barbara, CA. 
When her group moved to the Joslyn Senior 
Center in 1980, where it still meets today, the 
second meeting was so large it had to be relo-
cated to the auditorium. 

Luna does not limit her involvement with 
caregivers to simply facilitating her group 
every month. She phones group members in 
between meetings to inquire how they are 
doing or remind them of the next meeting. She 
also assists them in locating resources and 
contacting the Association to help with what-
ever current issues that need attention. 

Luna was also instrumental in the develop-
ment of the ‘‘Morning Out Club’’, which was 
the first early-stage daycare program in the 
country for Alzheimer’s patients. The ‘‘Morning 
Out Club’’ model is still in operation today and 
has been replicated in many sites. 

Mr. Speaker, people who take the time to 
care for others in need are the best example 
of being an American. It is the dedication and 
selfless efforts of people like Luna Odland that 
make our country great and I ask that you join 
me in congratulating her for receiving this 
award, an honor which is well deserved. 
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The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 6) to enhance and 
development, to provide for security and di-

versity in the energy supply for the Amer-
ican people, and for other purposes:

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to this amendment that will do little 
more than punish the auto industry for the sin 
of building cars that people want to buy. 

This amendment will force Americans to 
drive smaller cars that are less safe than what 
we drive now. Smaller cars mean more traffic 
fatalities, as noted by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration and confirmed by 
the National Academy of Sciences. Safety 
should not be sacrificed. 

The auto industry is already moving on its 
own to increase fuel economy through the de-
velopment and use of advance technologies 
such as hybrids and fuel cells. But they are 
doing so in a way that will produce cars that 
are safe and that people will actually want to 
buy. That is what we should be supporting. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this amend-
ment and support the American people’s right 
to drive safer cars and the ability of the auto 
industry to finish the job it is already doing. 
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, re-
cent news reports indicate that some are pro-
posing that Congress make permanent some 
or all of the provisions of the ‘‘USA PATRIOT 
Act’’ now scheduled to expire at the end of 
2005. I find that a matter of concern. 

Terrorist attacks must not go unanswered, 
and our law enforcement authorities need ade-
quate tools to fight terrorists. However, I think 
that need must be carefully balanced with the 
need to preserve our civil liberties. In that con-
text, I have had serious reservations about the 
additional authorities provided by the ‘‘Patriot 
Act.’’ 

My concerns have been somewhat allayed 
by the fact that many provisions of the Act are 
not permanent. So, I share the view ex-
pressed by an editorial in today’s Rocky 
Mountain News: ‘‘The jury is still very much 
out on whether the Patriot Act and its adminis-
tration are consistent with constitutional safe-
guards and basic civil liberties. The sunset 
provisions should stay and the law should be 
subjected to a strong dose of sunshine. ‘‘ 

For the information of our colleagues, I am 
attaching the full text of the editorial:

[From the Rocky Mountain News, Apr. 11, 
2003] 

DON’T DROP SUNSET OF PATRIOT ACT 
As a precautionary measure to ensure that 

legislation works as planned, Congress often 
adds a ‘‘sunset’’ date, meaning that the tar-
geted provisions of the law will expire after 
a certain period unless Congress reauthorizes 
them. 

The idea is to ensure Congress returns to 
the law for a thorough re-examination. 

Congress wisely added sunset provisions to 
the USA Patriot Act, the anti-terrorism bill 
it passed one month after Sept. 11, 2001. 

That 342-page act gave federal law enforce-
ment sweeping new search-surveillance pow-
ers, including covert access to computers 
and financial records—even the right to take 
a secret peek at what’s being checked out of 
the local library. 
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